Social Studies 8
2011-2012

Mr. Davis

Course Description:

In this class, we will examine the origins or the American government by examining the ancient Greeks and Romans as well as examining the English Parliament.  We will also examine key forms of government, economics and the political and physical make-up of the world we live in.  Finally we will examine the role of the U.S. government and rights of citizens in our nation today. 
Instructor Information:

Phone: If you need to contact me by phone, please call the school.

Email: mdavis@dtcardinals.org

Materials:

Laptop, notebook, writing utensil, student handbook

· These materials will be used daily

Course Policy:

Tardy- Student need to be in their desk with their computer closed when class begins.  If you need to use the restroom or leave the room before the bell rings you must check in with me first or you will be counted tardy. 
Class Participation- Students are expected to take part in group projects and daily lectures.  A participation grade is given weekly. 

Late work/Make-up work- Get your homework done on time!  IF YOU KNOW YOU ARE GOING TO BE GONE IN ADVANCE, YOU MUST TURN HOMEWORK IN/TAKE TEST OR QUIZ BEFORE YOU LEAVE!!!!!!

Cheating- See student handbook

Plagiarism- See Cheating in student handbook 

Grading- Our grading scale will be the same as the rest of the school, as stated in your student handbook 

Assignments:

· Tests.  Most chapters we will have a test.  Test will vary on size and presentation depending on the chapter.  Some chapters will be combined into a single test.  

· We will have quizzes!  Some will be announced and some will not.

· Study Guide- Prior to test class will complete a study guide which coverers exam material.  

· Projects. Google Earth, Garage Band, IMovie, and other programs will be used for individual and group projects throughout the year. 

· Current Events.  Each student will be responsible for a current event each week. 

Social Studies 8 Class Overview 

1. Origins of the U.S. Government 

a. Greece

b. Rome

c. England 
2. Major world political and physical features  

3. Economic Systems of the world 

4. Different forms of government in the world

5. U.S. Government

a. Structure and role of the U.S. Government 

b. Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens 

6. Important Decisions in U.S. History 

7. Current Events
